In nonconvulsive status epilepticus (NCSE), treat to burst-suppression: pro and con.
Dr. Jordan (PRO) argues that when refractory NCSE is combined with acute brain injury, it produces synergistically compounded brain damage that is time dependent. Treating to EEG burst-suppression is the most rapid and effective method for stopping NCSE. The risks of burst-suppression are common to many intensive care interventions and can be minimized with expert management. Dr. Hirsch (CON) argues that treating with coma-inducing medication is highly risky and has a high mortality rate, often due to iatrogenic complications. It remains unclear if nonconvulsive seizures cause permanent neuronal injury. Nonconvulsive seizures should be diagnosed and treated as quickly as possible,but with non-coma-inducing treatments in most cases [corrected]